                 History of the Johnson C. Smith University Alumni Chapter of 

                                           Washington, DC Metropolitan Area

                                            ~ AN ABBREVIATED HISTORY ~

It was 80 years ago that a small group of men from Johnson C. Smith University (JCSU) began meeting in DC to reminisce about their days at JCSU.  The founding fathers of this JCSU Alumni Chapter came from among that group; they wanted to bring more JCSU attendees together to help the University.  The principal leaders of the group were Attorney Thomas Bomar, Dr. Clarence Mc Millan, Dr. Matthew Whitehead, Attorney Nolan Best, Maxwell Minnis, James Squire and others.  Throughout the late thirties, these men encouraged graduates of the University to join them.

In the forties, women began meeting with the group and helped to formalize the chapter’s mission, and helped to establish a set of goals. Fannye Corley, Ruby Rosemond, Roberta Shearin, Catherine English and other women joined the group and began to concentrate on fundraising and “giving back” to JCSU.  They met in their homes once a month and planned events.  They enjoyed the JCSU spirited camaraderie while raising funds and donating profits to the University.  This spirit has lasted over the decades, throughout the 50’s and up to 2010.

The Presidents of the JCSU Alumni Chapter of Washington, DC over the decades (not exactly in  chronological order) consisted of at least 25 leaders: They were:  Attorney Thomas Bomar, Dr. James McMillan, Dr. Matthew Whitehead, Maxwell Minnis, Dr. John Walker, Ruby Rosemond, Attorney Nolan Best, Dr. Clarence Wade, Charles W. Hargrave, Raymond Washington, Maryland Kemp, Dr. William West, Obie Patterson, Helena Sammons-Slade, Marion Massey, Shermaine Bowden, Wendell Daniels, Charles Thompson, (A friend of the Chapter and the University), Annette Graham, Rev. James L. Allen Sr., Willie Davis, Marva JeNeen Williams, The Triad leaders: Dr. Pat Barr-Harrison, Annette Graham, and Willie Davis,  A second Triad: Gretel James, Annette Graham, and Willie Davis, and in 2008 and 2010, Robert “Philly” Ridley.

INTERESTING EVENTS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS OVER THE DECADES:

The JCSU Alumni Chapter of Washington, DC began fundraising Cabarets in the 50’s. There were many leaders during that time but key leaders during the 

 50’s were:  Ray Washington, Maryland Kemp, Clarence Wade, Charles W. Hargrave, Helena Sammons-Slade, Arthur Slade, and Dr William West. In addition, to JCSU graduates, spouses and a few friends of the University began to get involved with The Chapter such as Marion Poole and Alberta White. They worked tirelessly on committees and helped with major fundraiser activities.

 In the 60’s,  new leaders joined this consistent group of leaders in fundraising activities for JCSU.  Many of these leaders from the 60’s became very active in fundraising activities during the 70’s and 80’s. New leaders emerging in the late 60’s were:

 Obie Patterson, Marion Massey, Charles Henry Clay White, Annette Graham, Mary White, Pat Barr-Harrison and Dorothy Mitchell. The new leaders of the 60’s along with the current leaders of the 50’s added new events during the 70’s and 80’s. Examples of the activities and accomplishments were:  Dinner-Dances, Fashion Shows, a Ski Trip, sponsoring the University Choir in performances, Boat-Rides, Bowling Parties, a bus trip to see “The Wiz” in 1974, and a fun trip to Jamaica in the Caribbean in 1978.  

In the 80’s and 90’s,  new leaders joined the consistent group of “planners and doer’s” such as Richard and Carolyn Glover, Sheila Williams, Rev. James L. Allen, Sr., Clara T. Allen, Martha Jones-Warren, Ervin Gourdine, and Luis Simmons. 

Also, a new category of leaders who had attended other colleges and had worked with The Chapter for years became officially recognized as “Friends of the Chapter.”

These friends took on leadership roles with the established “Core of Chapter leaders.”  These Friends chaired events and continued to work with The Chapter. They are currently:  Glenda West, Anna Davis Pressley, Bobbie Cooper and Charles Thompson.  The total core of alumni volunteers and workers consisted of approximately 25 leaders.  These dedicated leaders added new foci including scholarship giving, the Quad-Alumni Dance (a dance with 4 other HBCU Alumni Chapters), the Indoor-Picnic, and trips to the CIAA. 

In 1997, The Chapter joined the former JCSU Regional Association in co-sponsoring the “JCSU Grande Reunion” at the Hyatt Regency, in Crystal City, VA. Over 350 people attended the event and it was a great success.  The Chapter loyalists, Dorothy Mitchell and Pat Barr-Harrison were the 2 co-chairs for the event.  Also, in the late 90’s the JCSU Alumni Chapter welcomed a group of new leaders such as Marva Jeneen Williams and Delon Pittman. They began to work hard recruiting other young graduates to join the consistent  “Core of Chapter leaders” in fundraising activities for the University. As the young group got married and began their families and careers, they could no longer attend to all the demands of a changing Alumni Chapter. Therefore, the Chapter began looking for others to move into leadership roles so that the veteran leaders could take a rest  from constantly chairing The Chapter committees. 

 In 2004, The Chapter decided to have a new kind of leadership in which a “Triad” would lead the JCSU Alumni Chapter of Washington, DC Metropolitan Area.  The “Triad consisted of 3 rotating leaders taking on the role of a president.  Each person had specific roles and duties in the Triad; it was used for 4 years.   Also, on September 11, 2004, The Chapter sponsored and hosted a wonderful “Blue and Gold Banquet” to honor Dr. Dorothy Cowser Yancy, for 10 years of outstanding service, as President of Johnson C. Smith University in Charlotte, NC.  

In 2007-2008, a new group of young leaders began to emerge. The dedicated leaders in this new group were: Robert “Philly” Ridley, Rosalind Lee, Cornelius Henderson, Brenda Hammond, Christie Blackman, Michelle Wallace and Johnny Sidbury. From that group, the JCSU Alumni Chapter elected a new President, Robert “Philly” Ridley in 2008 – 2010.

Philly is The Chapter’s conscientious and visionary leader who is willing to work hard to bring in new members and continue innovative fundraising activities to help the University.

 In Philly’s 2 years, 2008-2010 with the consistent core of leaders, the Chapter has continued the Holiday Christmas Party, support of the Martin Luther King Breakfast, Summer Fish Fry, and the Golf Tournament.  In addition, Philly’s leadership of The Chapter has added new events. The Chapter, with the “Young Alumni” at the helm, sponsored an  “HBCU Alumni Inauguration Cabaret” during “Inauguration Week.”  Philly has had several fundraising raffles and is currently leading the alumni members in celebrating the 80th Year of The Chapter.

The history of the Johnson C. Smith Alumni Chapter of the Washington, DC Area is ongoing and the committee welcomes additional details of events, dates, and accomplishments. We are also seeking information on accomplishments of Washington DC Metropolitan Area Alumni in the areas of awards and recognition at the national and international level of achievements.
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